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I mi V 

i Ajy Action on the Don 

ii ±T Force Act ion in the Dscsmbea:* Operation on the middle Don 
The December attack on the middle Don by the ground troops of the 
knith-Western Front and of the left flank of the Voronezh Front v/as 
supported in the air by the 17th. and 2nd* Air The 17tho 

^ s'jrrf Vv^as detailed to support th^ Ist^ and 3rd* Guards and the 5tnc 
u;ik armies xfhile the 2nd. .-iir Array supported the 6th* ^rmy of tne 
;;:'"onezh i^ront. 

On accoimt of the intensive combat of the period preceding 
le .Oecember opei*ation, the 2nd^ and 17th® Air Armies had in t/heir 
s vat-lishment only a small number of poorly eoiiipped air units ana 
c.rnationso The 2nd. Air Army composed of only three air divis- 

ors (the 2C3th Fighter Division^ the 227thc. ‘&*ound attack Division. 
■\id the 20S'th. Ilight Bomber Division^ ) \^th a small nxirabor of aire?^l 
aft* Particularly weak was th^ 205bh® Fighter Division, v/hiuh had 
rily 29 aircrafts Such a small number of aircraft vras unable to 
r )vrlde neither the necessary air cover to the ground troops nor 
: /".scossary support to the grc^und attack aircrafts For this * j 
; 167 th* Filter Regiment (2?-TaK-l aircraft) was attached to to. 
’i;, Air Arniy from the recently formed 3rd. i-Iixed Air oorpso 

The 17th* Air Army had on its establishment the 1st. Mixed Aar 
-rps, the 2S2nd* Fighter Division vrith two attached groimd attoci 
-Inients- the 221st® Bomber Division^ and the 262nd. Night Bonbar 
U-ion, with a total of 302 aircraft® With the purpose of strangf 
Iny the 17t ha Air Array ^ v’hich v/as to support an attack by tnree 
•mies, the 3rd. Mixed Air Corps was placed under its commando The 
iita of the Corps were foimied, but by the beginnizig of the op- rat 1^ 
aiav vrere just beginning to concentrate on the designated airiiexas, 
only the ground attack and not all of the Bomber Divisions o ike 
Jlihter Division {BZ aiircraft) and parts of the Bombers (li?, aircraft. 
;ii_y completed their concentration on the 3rd® and A^th. day of the 

‘>2ratioaa . I 

Thanks to reinforcements the air armies had on the l6the of 

t3A DBSBUNATKJN WANSUTON 
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5C ember the number or alrpraTt;: (Table 1® ) 


vo<.of Air Army 

Fighter 

(hroxmd 

Attack 

Bomber 

Day Sight 

Recce 

Total ^ 

1? 

no 

170 

87 

41 

7 

415 

c 

56 

49 

- 

96 

16 

21 ? 


166 

219 

87 

137 

23 

632 a 

Despite the 

good v/ork 

vThich had 

been 

done in 

the air 

units to 

vpair d^imaged ai 

xcraft in 

the preparatory 

period 

of th«^ operation 


: on; the 3rdo to the i5th. of December), a large number \144) or 
ones still remainedo The number of unserviceable a.’rcra.ft 
1 particularly high in the fighter pianos ( 32 %) and in th^. groimd 
(ZUfj) ^ It is obvious that the number of planes to support an 
.ach by four armies over a 400 km front ifas clearly insufficient c 
The 4th* fieruian Air Army v.^hich, at the beginning of the op y-- 
.cr=. was stationed opposite the South-Western, Don and Stalingivl t 
>nts. had about 1000 aircraft. The 8th. ivir Corps of that air 
^ :;per-:ting In the sector of the South-Western and Voronuzh tron ^ 
v 'S oompofied of 27 b omber sq uadrons (in Millerovo), 76 bo.%beo * 

: : rona (in Tatsinsk and Morozovsk), 1 squadron of dive bomle::%> 
orosovsk), 1 fighter sqiiadron, and several detachments of 
’ yi reconnaisance aircraft. In addition, it has to be rAOted, 
oral groups of the 77th. and 55th* bomber squadrons fieiv' over 

oth-^r sectors of the front. ' 

At the start of the operation the enemy aircraft was di6po3 3C | 
xallov/s: Bombers - at jlllorovo 80 to 100 He lll^s, at Tatsinsk 
VO 100 lu 88^ s, :4orozovsk 90 to 100 Tu 87^s; Fighters - in orc- 
, , 0 h^rni 3 hkovsk and Rokovsk 70 to 90 Me 109 's and /^eli0*s: Re- 
inaisance - Shalayevsk and ikosyrskaya 50 to 60 and hsh'- 


In the forvvard airfields of Oravskiy, j ashary, Kikolayev, Feaov 
3 liy, svkl.Svetoch, Verkhniy ;iaksay, the enemy periodically stat- 
vago. 10 to 15 ^ 109*3 and iie 110*3. 

ISA DISSEMINATION FOMA ^ aCTUJGB^ ’fRANStATtON 
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The total nmber of eneit^r aircraft based, opposite the 3outn« | 
tt»£tern Front was between 4-50 and 500, of these 250 to 300 were j 

cnlnsrs, 150 to 160 fighters, 50 to 66 artillery fire direction, ^ 

-a 30 to 40 transport planes a 

It is important to note that in conneotlon with the difficult | 
a.ition of the enemy’s 6th, Army at otallngrad a considerable por-* ; 
:.cn of its aircraft was stationed in the airfields of Tatsinsk and , 
rosorsk, that is, on the left flank of the South -Western Fronts 
. x:,sposition gave the enemy the opportxvalty to manoeuvre on 
.3 sector of the front by using the same supply facilities, but at . 
3 same time gave our aviation the opportunity to operate against 

e-ir airfields^ 

Thus, at the keginning of the, operation, the follovd.ng the 

r.Tiparative strength figures in aircraft (Table 2, 


Xyp0S ol aircraft 


Fighters 

Ck' oiind At t a c k 

Bombers 

Rec onnaisance 


17 th^ and 2nd* 
Armiee 


.50 --160 


250 .*300 
50 -SO 


x ot al 


45C -520. 


4S be seen fro» Table 2 the opposlne forcaa .•are abort e. tal 

, ...ht atperlority of oar air fore, lb bomber, abd eromd a. , .el 

• eraf^ can be amplMbed by the l„clu.i». 1. the number of born. »r. 

. ,oorod .taok aircraft of 0-2 bUSht bomber, (over 100). Bor-.e 
; of the operatlob. ..hen the 3rd. Hlb«i Ur Oorp, bad cob- 

.-.rated o„ the .airfield, of the 17th. Air Army, .-e had a .up.raor- 

r Of one and a half in filters. 

TV ha. to be taten into aocobbb that Already before the mart 
,,he oparatiob the ebemy had h.sob tb hi, bomher, to brab.pbrt 
...Ubitiob .»d ratiob, to the troop. «.eiraed lb dt.lib^ad .-.1- 
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iS to the otel»nikovsk group and that he therefore was unable to 
llirert his airetirength from the sbiitS* Fi&flis^i^'he was v.'&itxng for 
i more favorable strength ratiOe This vras fiiXly borne out during 
. battle. Of the total number of aircraft of the 4th. aIt Fleet 
sported opposite the South -Western Front and the Voronezh Front, 

! a enemy never used more than about 35^ in the period frcmi the 
; the 31st. of December, 1942. It follows that in the area of our 
! ivance no more than 350 -450 enemy aircraft operated. 

Thus, the actual relationship of air strength during the coir a a, 
;i‘ the operation v:as 1:1.5 in our favor. 

The following assignments had been given to the commanders of 

e air armies: 

- prior to the start of the operation : to cover the nuiin r.orce 
,r our troops in the departure position; to destroy enemy aircraft o 

ati airfields, as v;ell as their headq\iarters, reaermres and troops 
■,->'ing up to the front line; by nigjit action to exhaust the ene ny .!.a 
forward defended area partlcilarly in the sectors of the 1st. as 
fi. Guards rmieSo 

- at the beginning of the operation: to cooperate \'rith t?ie 

■ ctard troops of nil attacking armies in the breakthrough of tne 
■ v’s defended area and during the action in the depth of the 
’ended area. 

- in support of the mobile forces introduced into the brea . - 
ro ign: to provide air cover and to cooperate in the exploitation 

i the bx*oakthrough. 

Ir order to fulfil these assignments and in order to achieva 
li.se cooperation betvxeen air and ground troops on the field of 
ittle, the air army commanders detailed a large proportion of 
: sir air xonits in direct support of the ground units. Thus, in 
ha 17th. Air Axmiy, the 3rd. .llxed Air Corps was to operate in tae 
-Djtor of the 1st. Guards Army; the 1st. iiixed Air Corps in the 
sector of the 3rd. Guards Army, and the 282 Filter Division in the ^ 
raa of the 5th. Tank Army, m the 2nd. .Air Army the .205th. Fighter \ 
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rd ^he 227th • (^oimd Attack Oivisions vjere detailed to support the f 

I 

-i^ack by the 6 th » -.niiya j 

Three air divisions re^iained under direct control of the com- ; 
.jider of the air armies, (the 221 st. Bonsber, the 262 nd. and the . 
,d>h<, Night Bomber Divisions), and they were given the follov.ang 

«. the 221st. Bomber Division (of the I'^’th. Air Army) was to 
luct battle with the eneniy air force on th 6 airfields, ratsinsk, 
-o-ovsii, -dllerovo, and O'lubokaya; to disrwt the transportation 
troops on the railway linos Hi Her ovo - Likhova - Morosovsk; to 
3 troy enany troops withdrawing from the front of the 3 rd. Uua.rds 
d 5th. Tank Armies, as well as to prevent the m.^enent of reserves 

00 the area Tatsinsk - Horosovsk. 

-the 262 nd. Night Somber Division (of the 17th. Air Army) was 
right activity to demoralize the troops in the direction of the 
■ffck. of the 1st. and 3rd. Guards Armii;3 and to destro' enemy air- 

■ 3 't on their aii-fields. 

. the 208 th. Niglit Bomber Division (of the 2nd. Air A~my) v-as 
, 3 -.l 3 -rurm the enemy's transportation al«>ng the railway Hn. Roesosiv 
. tc^^enlrovka and to destroy enemy aircraft on the airfielas Skrsrr- 

c and UrazovOc 

rh-.is the planned utilization of fra majority of the a-ailable 
forces foresaw the distribution 0 / the air force in fott- min 
..ectioBS and over a front extending over 4 OO km. It is to T-e notec 
hat t.he distribution of aircraft i.t, the four main direction, rvas 
ughiy equal. The 205th, and 227th. Ground Attack Divisiocs (of the 
Air Army), supporting the 6 th. Arniy, had 115 aircraft. The 3rc.. 

v:;ed Air Corps, supporting the 1st. Guards Array, had, at the bc- 
; lining of the operation 127 planeaj the Ist. ^ixed Air Corps., oper- 
in the area of the 3rd. Guards Army, had 151 and the 282.>d. 

; ihter Division, supporting the 5th. Tank Army, had 46 aircraft, 
One-sattention is drawn to the weakness of the air support of 

"ISA DISSEMINATION TRA^ 
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he Xsto Guards Army vihloh I/O cjjpwato in; one or the more Import*-^ 

I t diroGtionsa This can be explained by tine fact that the more or i 
-£ie woll-eoulpped (215 aircraft) 3rd5 Mixed Air Corps, i^ich had M 

:o'i detailed to its stipport, was unable to concentrate its figiite:m; 

e 

: the ai^rfieldso It is obvious that the ab^ce of the fighters of 
? 3rd* Mixed Air Corps, during the initial stages of the operation, 
t onjoy made the provision of air cover for the ground troops xn^ 
but also made the task of the groiand attack and bomber 
.ncraft more difficult « All of the cover of the ground attack o.nd 
/ibero of the 3rd* ilxed Air Corps, was provided by one fighter 
-imont which had been reassigned from the Ist* ."iixed Air Corps to 
; 3rdo . Ixed Air Corps, and vrhich consisted of 14 Tak-7 aircraft , 
irn cere just as insufficient a 

It Is understandable that since the commander of the 17th* Air ■ 
rr; did not have enough aircraft to support properly an attack xn 
:mB dix^Gction, that he stationed his aircraft in such a manner 
I hi .5 aircraft could not only ivage battle in tho area of the 
; GO which they had been assigned but also co\iJ d operate in the 
rs of the neighboring all arms formations * 

rhe plan of disposition of the aircraft v/as worked out wxta 
of stationing the a5.rcraft close to the ground units which 
y yero to support so that they coizld be dispatched to the crit“* 
sGCt.ors of the front from many direct ions» Under the o^xistlng 
yytitions, inith the vexy extended front, and the shortage of laid 
] ' or radio connection i-jith the air formations, as v/ell as with 

limited air service units which v/ere available (1 airfield ser-- • 
wo batuaiion) this was extremely difficult. The main difficulties 
oonoction with the location of the air iinits v^ere, therefore, 
fynal coiiirnuniC 2 tion. 3 , since often the air units and formations jO-k 
^xsslty^had to be located in areas which had permanent signal con-^ 
lications which were ^tirely wrcrngly laid out for the conduct of i 
1 tattle* Sketch 4 shot^s the disposition of the aircraft at the j 


6 * 
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aisinnlng of the operation* (Not incliKied in the translation - can 
found on page 27 of the original*) 

It is to be noted that such a disposition gave the cormnanders 
' the air ar^mies the capability to concentrate a relatively large 
jfiber of aircraft on the necessary sectors of the front v/lthout 
: -ocating: the units* Thus the formations of the 2nd«. Air Army and o 
; E 3rd* fixed Air Corps could operate in the direction of the main 
;ru3t of the 6th* and the Xst* Guards Armiiesj in the sector of the 
>1. Guards army the 1st* -ixed Air Corps and the 282nd * 

and in front of the 5th* Tank Army the 2 82nd * and 2S6tho 
1 gj vt er i) i V i s i ons * 

At the boginningof the operation not all the air units had 
:-.iated on the airfields designated to them* For example < the 867th * 
f-gl'iter degxment (of the 2nd. Air /irmy) could not move to the 
: ^fProgress^^ (15 km north*-east of Verkh.ilamosi} to which it 

: ' >een assigned since the airfield v;as not ready st the begirr ing 
^ v'LO operation* Pr.rts of the 3rd* fixed Air Corps of the 17ph,. 

army has already been stated, could not complete its ccn- 
•> 'Gallon b 3 ^ the start of the operationo 

Despite the diff icu3.ties in locating the aircraft and the abo v : 
iMoned falliare to comr^lete the plan of concentration, the nielia 
of the air force was fairly cl se to the troops it v;as to 
- ip'rto The distance of the coimbat airfields fiom the troops vas 
i Collovs: for the fighters and ni^it bombers 20 to 40 km, for th€- 
:^^unci attack 30 to 50 kms, and for the bombers 80 to 120 lamsr. 

It is necessary to remark that Joint location of fighter tir.i 
a and attack aircraft had been envisioned on several airfield?^ 
j;. fixed Air Corps and the 282nd. Fighter Division) In order to 
i militate joint avCtlon* 

In order to facilitate the timely i>reparation of t.he airfirlc 
the relocation of the aircraft, special re connai sauce elements 
the airfield construction units had been s^OEt out* 


ISA 0^mmATK»l FOSMi FOR B mUG& KE TRANSU^TK>N 
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Thess dots.ehmenfcs i-isrs t;o follow second echelon of the 

, I M: _ 

‘ound troops and were to reconnoitre the airfields evacuates oj 

itf; enemjr and locations which were siaitable for the constraction o± 

,r fields and airstrips,. 

The tasks of the air formations, cooperatiag I'fith the groiEiu 
rces, were set for the commanders of the air armies and the defa.s..i-s 
/rked out vn.th the commanders of the ground armies. In addltioa, 
wa eornmanders of the air corps and air divisions took port in .,/(» 
i.paration of the planning of the cooperation between the two. 

The direction o.f the supporting air formations vras arranged as 
ilcws: ths headquarters of the 2nd. .^ir Army was located in tVio 
uedis.ta vicinity of the command post of the 6th. Army (in the 
'Torkhnaya G'niluaba). An auxiliar-y command post (VPU) v;a£ 

: ;c;;;oi 30 d. which v.-as manned by an operational group commanded by tb-:! 

• Commander of the Air Armj>- \-d.fch the task of directing tho:s.> 
.aits 'liiGh had been placed In immediate support of the gro '-nci 
WOOS (ths 205th. fighter and the 227th. ground attack divislou.e ) . 

. ,lan provided laid line as vrell as radio CMiraunication v/lth vb • 
cor-iations from oho auxiliary command post. But the radio serf 
Ined for the airtiliary command post did not arrive in tj-me 
i . esinr.ing of the operation and the rejnainlng means of comm: ' ..c - 
lens were ontirely insufficient and the control of the air .ic ne - 
::i3 vras entirely ii-possible. As a result,. the headquarters of tlie 
Air Army had to undertake the direction of the air formetien.'L 
rich VJ3CS under direct control of the ground troops, but itc ci i' 
,r,u of communication with the 6th. Army was via the auxiliary 
o.r ind post. It is obvious that such method of control did not 
: leve timely support of the ground troops during the course r-t 

.0 operation* 

Control vras much better organized in tho 17th. Air Army. 

-<• start of the operation an auxiliary command post for the cnri- 
rrder of the 17th. Air Army was organized near the headcuarto.. & 
i s commander of the South - Western Front (in the tmm of Kalach) 

13 A dissiminahon toansiahon 
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on the Jlc 


.e auxiliary conuaand post had laid line and radio conunu^ication j 
.th the headMuartors of the air army and of the 3rd. I^ned Air Corj^ 
id it had an operational group composed of the foilovri.ng; the de~ | 
ity chief of staff, the deputy chief of the operational section, 

officers of the operational section, the assistant chief of the ; 
..c on.naisance section fond the assistant ohieifi signal officer. 

The commanders of the air corps and divisions, having direct 
. imnunications with their oi-m units and the head .uarters o: the 
. fch, air Array were located directly In the command posts ol the 
, a-.md rmits froia whence they dirsotsd the activities of theii troop 
many instances, as rifle, tan)' and mechanised forces were opm?- 
: n - in the main direction, there were seen officers of the air 
aff with their radio sets who ensrired cooperation. 

The direction of the air formations, exclusive of the 3rc. ' 

mea Corps, vxas achieved by the fiir Arrny Commander via his head- 
. :rT,er. 3 . -dich an organization of the direction 'made it possible 
;:eact sufficiently quickly to all changes in the situation era 
, strength to the right location as re uired, 

• TR aCTIQM PRF.PBR/O'OllY PHASE .. 

The prepar-.tory phase of the attack by the troops of the toutk 
,s,.nrn iront covered the period, from the 3rd. to the 15th, of lsc- 
nser. During that period the 2nd, and 17th. ir Armies wore givev 

10 Col3. ending tashs^ 

„ t.o uonduct roconnaisance for the Imminent operation, to rn -t.^ 
,r-oh the enemy’s defended area on the right shore of the Jon, tc 
;-er the mo^xcnent and direction of Ms operational reserves to tr.s 

- to disrupt the movement of troops and material supplies M-r, 
^:ha rail iineS on the sectors , anbemirovka - Likhaya and Likhaya - 

"'^^'"rtrl^stroy enemy aircraft on' the airfields I^Herovo. Star- 
:V,a.Vsk, . amensk, Skosyrskaya, Tatsinsk, and Chomushkovsk. 
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-to cover the concentration of over ov/n groimd troops in the 


Osetrovo, Byehok, Zazaost et>livskaya«, j 

** cooperation with the s^oiiad forces oT the^Jth^ Tank Army in 
}he fulfillment of its tasks* 

-to prevent the movement of enemy reserves to the front linec ^ 

Considering the relatively small auiaber of aircraft and the 
f'av*orable meteorological conditions these tasks have to be consid*- 
TiBd rather hi^o In actual fact the air force vjl 3 more or less ■ 

tie to complete its reconnaisance tasks and the c*>verage of the 5 

oricentration of our own troops* Those tasks, such a« the disruptrlon 
r reil traffic and the destruction of enemy aircraft, althou^ 
re contained in the commander’s orders, could not be fulfilled due 
l,^ck of strength* 

Up uo the beginning of the operation enemy aircraft vjlq not 
] y active^ In the area of the 1st* Guards and 6th. Tank Ari;le3, 
fi iGriruins limited themselves to air reconnaisance of the coicon- 
' ion areas of our troops and our airfields* The only air strU eji 
r o rather vseak ones delivered at railviay stations in the rail 
• ; v:r ialcvaya and , alach* In an attempt to disrupt rail traffic: : 

a e:ot ended period, the enemy concentrated on relatively .In- 

s 

ive attacks on railway stations* Only rarely did the enemy i 

■ iCj- concentrations of our troops* ■ 

On the left flank of the front, in the area of the 3rd<, ?; 

aj ;th. Tank Armies, the enertiy airforce was much more activec 
oorina isance aircraft penetrated to a depth of 150 to 200 ; hi ^ i': 

i;hters constantly covered their own troops in the areas wizlna OJii?. 
rya, Tormosin, as well as the railway Likhaya - vIorozovsk-Obliv-> 
nya and his bombers operated actively against our troops in rhe 
Ga 5 Surovikino - Sviridovsk (12 km south-east of Surovikino)« Tho 
rongest air action against our troops in that area occurred ca the 
:i;h. to the 10th. to the 12bh. of December, 194?, reaching betv^ocn i 
and 300 plane flights daily* i 

I^A nL«;SEMINAtlQN FORM K3R TRANaATKSN 

(OONDNUAIIKJN ffiPBST) 
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k±T Action on tlijS-JIgi 


Our air force started its combat activities in connection with j 
ihe operation only from the 3th. of December, 1942, Up to that date \ 

, oor meteorological conditions prevented aif activity. The enemy aa.j|5 
ftjrce could not operate in that period, either. 

From the 3th. to the i5th. of December, 1942, despite poor ^ 

< aather conditions, aircraft of the 17th. end 2nd. Air Armies flew ; 

.263 missions, or these: 

212 flights were enemy troop reconnalsance. 

33 flights vjere attacks on railroads and traiat. 

124 flights T-'ere attacks on enemy airfields. ^ 

465 flights were made to cover our own troops, an: to cover 
ground attack and bomber missions. 

424 flights were made against enemy troops on the iattlefiela. | 
of these 230 being night flights. 

From these figures it can be seen that our air activity wcr. ; 
rnoentrated on providing air cover for our troops on tho srom-J an 
■-:r, attacks on enemy troops in the battle, area. The greater nui..oei 
;; . hese missions were flown in ft-ont of the left-flanl:ing armias 
5th. Tank and 3rd. Guards) ^diere our ground troops i;ere more 
' end I "hero onemy act^ivitiy vms groats* 

The greater number of missions (1151) were flovm by the air- 
oi the 17th. Air Army, which, in cooperation with the 5th. 

.pk Army of the South -k^estem ri-ont. Inflicted serious 1 sses on 
,,3 enemy. .According to the records of the headquarters of tho 17th 
;.r Army, 366 missions were flovrh in the period from the 3th. to 
he 15th. of December. Through these missions the following were 
Iltroyed: about 40 tanks; 13 field and 34 anti-aircraft guns; up 
o 300 automobiles; 60 vehicles; an ammunition depot; as well as a 
;, 3 ,rss number of enemy personnel. In addition, fighter aircraft en- 
-aged in 62 air battles in which 27 enemy planes were destroyed. 

on the right flank of the front (In front of the 6th. ano 1st. 
Cuards -Armies) there was only limited action by Our aircraft. Thc- 
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i 12. 

S ir Action on the Don 


^ - 


slnka , 01 ’ khovatka i 36; 


ha concentration of ouT troops i; 
i west of Verkh. i^amon) , Verkh.(iiilusSia, Mah.SanKHi, Zamosii'ye, 
>a-orelcw (6-12 kra south of ' etropavlcwk ) ; the ni^it baabers exl'.aust-: 

! eneray troops in the direction of our main v. hrust in the area 
obinskiy. Dubovikovka { 15 to 30 km east of *iov«i alitra) • 

In the reparatorj'- phase air reconnaisaac© by the 2nd. and 
.r ArTiiies covered fully the vjhole system of the enemy's defences i 

J photographed the main defended area on the riaht shore of i-tc ; 

don and Chir in the sector from ttossosh to i’lizhne-Ghirskeya 
' a depth of between 12 and 15 kmo Besides that, photo recce v.'gs . 

;o undertaken of the areas of concentration of reserves and of > 

many airfields in Kanterairovka, Milleroro, Tatsinsk and Morossoifa:; 
;iir reconnaisanc© covering the location of ‘.he en.omy’s heavy 
w ^ .ioaal reserves opposite our front established that -here were . 
prepared defences in the ene'ny’s operational depf.h. It h,>s tc be 
■ e ' that air reconjiaisanee was good and the ground ccBsmand aiapped 
-tailed information for the plan for the breakthrou#i of \.h s ; 
pTf; s •'i .fended area. 

vfeII*-organised reconnaisance of enemy cTi.rcraft bas^iS c i: 
ci portunity to doliver groat, strikes on the airfields of . .bllortt: 

, iats-insK, Chernishovsk , dvu-ing the time that a large nunbcr o.f 

• o'.rift vero concentrated on those airfields. By attacks on the 

and :..n air battles about 120 enemy aircraft rere dQstrv>ycd, , 
Of those tasks x-rhich had been assigned to tho air commanv , toe | 
:t ;.rruptioa of rail traffic had been tho 3eaSt sik,cessful. On nx- | 
--ortanr. task only 38 .missions had been flown and most of thaae t. | 
ighu. But it is understandable that with the available lorc.-s, exvo 
der the most favorable circumstances, it v/ould hav; been impoPsxbj?.j 

• disrupt rail communications^ 

AXR ACTION bUaiHg T HK QF&.ATION_ 

During th.- vfh.le period of the operation (from the I6th. to tne 
1st, of December, 1942) weather conditions were net favorable to 


,3A OBSiMINATION 
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: r action. In that period the 17th. tXtm could fly only on ton I 

ays and seven nights, and tho 2nd. Air Array only on six days eJid j 
■.'..“ht nights. The v/eather was particularly bad during ths initisi ■ 

'lases of the operation* Up till the 19th. of Oeceraber tnere r^as ; 

nsMT fog, and from the 20th. to the 24th. of December to the fog 
■s added low ceilings and snow i;hich prevented all air activity. 

Thus, during the whole operation, and rarticularly in the pericc 
r the more or lass bitter fighting of tho ground troops (from the 
■1:!'-, to the. 24th. of December) air action w;as sporadic and limited 
. .ecount of meteorological conditions. 

'r ictior, in tho Period of the Breakthrough of the anetny oefeniwCs 

Area 

DiU'inf; the night o tho 16th» of Dcceniber, as ; ell as during 
. rtiilery preparation and during the attaci-- of the troops o.r the ^ 
Ist.. "'.nd 3rd, Guards .armies our air force courd not opersi’.a 

o r.se of .heavy fog. : 

I’hs .ground forces started the attack after the artillery pra- 
. ; : ion .at 0930 hours on the 16th. of December without air sup;xr.. 

, .r. our aviation and in the absence of enemy air activity. 

,o our troops encountered heavy fire concentrations and enery 
, 1 .,^ Qy. fttaci-s and m&tq therefore not successful. Onxy the 6tti.. 

:ln the direction of Its main thrust vms able to bseak thro’.'ii 
;. enemy defences and by the end of the day had advanced a dio'-cnce 
ora 2 to 3 kms. The Ist, Guards Army was able to penetrate v-Lo 


defences in isolated sectors but the 3rd. Guards Arniy v/as - n. 
c advance only a fev/ hundred meters In the direction of its main 


In the middle of the day the vreather improved over the area of 
3 6th. 1st. Guards Anaies and made some air action possib.-e. 

Relatively intensive air action took place in the area of t be 
of tie 1st. Guards Army. There the 3rd. liixed Air Corps flew 
3 missions with ground attack aircraTt in a'short period. The air 
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kc^lon on the Don, 





,::-ikes were- delivered V7±tfa the enemy fire posit- j 

snd ti.eir centers of resistance in the direction of the main 

' ’ 

: by our troops in the area G’adyuch’ye and Filinovo as well ‘ 

to irstercept the movement of reserves from the areas TverdokhJeb j 
.iohe¥skoye, Boguchar. Attacking ttoe^ troops on the battlefield f 
: I figiiters and the reserves v^hich vrere being moved, foi*i'/ard v?ith | 
bars, 10 tallies and 45 vehicles were destroyed, and the fire of | 
i,6ral artillery battalions v/as subdued. This was of ooi.siderable j 
J-ti to the advancing troops of the 1st. Guards iirrsy. j 

Joint action by ground forces of the 6th. and.3rti. Guatis Arrnigs 
lir trojps during the first day was insignificant. The 2nc, .sir ^ 
:iiy. supporting the 6th. Array, flew only 68 missions, of these aO 
,z'G directed against the enemy troop concentrations in the area^, i 
fciiovka and Tverdokhleb and for the suppression of enemy artil ..ary » 
..:V;;lons on the battlefield areas Nov.Kalitva, Derezovka, . rasno~M 
iiiuov'oj^e; 9 missions v/ere flovm to cover our troops and 9 v.^era re 
;.o. isarice flights. In the zone of the 3rd. Guards Armiy aircraft oi? 
ist .axed Air Corps flovj only 31 niisslons attaC/:lng ensriy i-ir-n- 
- -ps In the areas Bokovsh, Vislogubov, and F;ra8hilin. 

The iov,' activity in the sectors of the 6th. and 3rd- Guards 
.^3 .-as not cntire3.j’^ due to bad vieather but also to poor dirsctxo 
: ! headnuarterso This was particularly true in the 2nd, Air Anay , 
v;orst example was that the 17th, Tank Corps was without air ^ 
■A” fort he entire day v;hile the 867th. Filter Division viau .—i- 
.v.i.e because t-ho airfield '’Progress" was not yet ready, 1 

Snem^r aircraft did not seriously oppose our advance because of 
fog and the low ceiling over their airfields. During the day ont^ 
..ennaisance flights by single enemy aircraft were observed and 
lire was only one instance whem a group pf bcmibers (15 aircraft) j 
ried to attack troops of the 1st. Guards /xmy, but this attack was 1 
.spersed by our fighters. During the whole day only 61 enemy flight;| 
.ere observed. Our fighters became involved In three air battles icj 

bmnww {OGWUNUATiON aB®3f) 
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r Action on the i3Qa_ 


KUMB® 

— 


lieh one Me 109 was dest^royed* | 

Despite the bad weather the 22l8t. Bomber Division delivered j 

. attack on the airfields of Tatsihak and ,;orosovsk where abort ^ 
enemy aircraft (Yu-88 and Yu-52) were destroyed^ . 

In the followins days the attack by dur ground forces was more . 
ccessful. Despite the dtermined resistance of the enemy, by uic. e.. 
the 17th. of December the fon-rard defences in tne direction U v,... 

3 in thrusts of the 6th. and 1st. Guards Ax-miea had been pierceu 
on the I8th. of Oecemeber the sane t-mis achieved by the 3ra, 

..rds Arnr/. On tho 19th. of December began the pursuit of the 
c -j ^ "tile ontiir*© i’x'ont)# 

Xn this period the aircraft of the 2nd. and 17th. Air Armies 

operated significantly vxiththe ground troops. Xt has to be noted 

J:, ..xhiie in the first few days our air force cond cooperate v:tth- . 

r v,.eeting any enemy air opposition (because of bac weathex* pre-- 

over their airfields) during the follov-ring d.ys enemy opp^ 

the air increased considerably. Our air foice did not 

- ^ to d.al with the enemy aircraft which were ba^ed opposite 

30 uth -western Front but also with a number of fight.t' detach- 

^ .>h'.ch jere being sent up from a southerly dix'ection. 

Ihe onony aircraft was more active on the 17th. of December. 

that day 517 enemy flights were counted by our troops • 

.. the sane number as ours (577). The approximately ev.^n 

rength of ours anc tho enemy ‘s dif^acee made the xxork of our air- 

- much- more difficult with the result that in the 2nci. .vir .i-nr/ 

.He ^rd. fixed Air Corps the ground attack aircraft could not. 

PU its task completely because of its lack of fighter cover, and 

:;sides that several detachments of ground attack and bomber pla.es; 

>i'»d to x^cturn. vjit.nont 
iBtlng strong eneniv oppositio , c- 

leir missions o . ^ 

I„ th. day, .»«- .i- c.ns.d.r.b, 

„«ry aoy. Thus o» th, 13th. D..»*«r <»ly 3W ».>•. 

:„jnted hhd on the 19th, of Dec«*e«- <«ay JTf. 
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Just as it had beon obsejrred period, i 

nsmy air activity was much greater opposit^^lie lert-flaa>:iag 
;rd« Guards and 5tho Tank Armies }• This can be ^plained by the j 
■ ! ^n'ly S attempt to hold the defended boundary closest to his 
:.reied forces in otalingrad at all coatSu .ith the loss of the ? 

uer Chir line, the eneny lost the capability to relieve the en«» ^ 

rcled Fauius group at Stalingrad with the northern grouping which ^ 
had assersbled for that purpose« This also lowered his capability ; 
supply the encircled troops by air a 

Beginning vdth the 17th. of December and till tho 20th. indue- i 
2 , enemy fighter aircraft covered their ground troops v;hile gi'oups ^ 

: x.o 20 bombers attacked our advancing ground forceso 

Inei-iy air acci'dty v;as of much lesser intensity opposite the 
uits of the 6th. and 1st. Guards Armies, but during t. e dscisivB J 
sole periods the enemy was able to assemble a large number of 
ox aft which made the task of our advancing vexT dlfficdv.„ Thus, 

• example during uha second half of the 17th. of December, runemy 
groups of a strength of 2 to 10 aircraXt, covoreii by f xgnt ar*". 

: I cl od serious le ases on the troops of the 6th. Army on the ii a. o; 
vtle. On the If^th. of December, v;hen the materials lor crosa-iAg 
r iver Bogucharka began to be brought foi^'jard, enerny t o „ 

' 5 bomb troops of the ist. Guards nay on the field of battle 

r 1 03 lr>. the roar, and prevented the forward movenenc of our 

cr ' c r c s s liig ma t ex- i al 3 . > 

^‘hu®, the activity of our air force v/as conducted under condit • : 
c of 'TCtive resistance by the ^.emy, re uiring the cQntinuo\?2 
or of our ground attack aircraft and bombers by figiiters. | 

The small number of our filter aircraft, as well as the Ic-c [ 

right or units (and formations) at the disposal of the commanc j 

^ 17tho ir Army for reinforcing individual sectors of uhe ^ ro . ^ 
ro the enemy the opportunity to concentrate superior forces ±n the | 
■ si Tod direction. * 

Thus, for example, on the I8th. of Docenber, in the sore of the ‘ 

134 DSSSS^NATION FORMFC»jW™©&Kl -IR^ISiAfKJN 
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. Guards rm, on account of a deficidncy of fighters and the j 

;^oltinuous attacK of the ground forces, ene^ bonders in the j 

-ea of Tverdokhleb t20 km south of Verkho .aamon) , the commander ^ 

; f the 3rd. :^xed ..ir Corps uas forced to enpioy ground attack alr-^ j 
fIl-2) to provide air cover for the battlefield. The utilis- j 
lion of ground attack aircraft for providing air cover at a hei^t j 
f 1000 to 1500 meters to disperse enemy bomber groups v-ort.ed fair„.^ 
3ucoess4fully at the beginning. But after two hours of such pat- j 
ol'ing. by our ground attack aircraft, the enemy sent in fignters. ^ 
.ring the resulting battles, our ground attack aircraft suffered ^ 

;tr»iou 3 losses 1(1-2) ♦ 

” Wlti. t,ho of achlortne octroi of th. 

..rmo or our fleht.ers t.-lth enemr olr.raft. on oho floia of batt-lo ■ . 

,1 oaot. Bonber. nnd bhe 262 n.. nnd aOSbh. »iabb Bonder Dlrluio.u,.^ 

- - , . .or, .»d,r ,l.o direct, control of the commander of the «ir 

r,„, 50 mlanlone (of thene 21 during the night) hg.lnet toe . 

rerodromee mllerovo, TatalneR. Moro.chh, Beetretoesh. ,.bou.:. : 
. ,lr,ra.ft v.-ere dtetroj-ed In the e ralda. In addition our flB-d-ere 

,5 „.r tattles in rhloh 33 eneur aircraft v.nro shot dc-ii... 

Oe-olte the strong cnew air .Ptdnitlon and the bad met.eo, , el- 

,,.1 conditions, -chich hade flying Impo.slhle for long perleei o.t 
,iar, our air force ,,as ter, active. In the first five day., of 

, e attaoh 1660 missions mere tlo,. in the da, and 607 at nlgn. - 

. about 5 missions for evsr, serviceable nireraft. 

erth, of note is the great diff»^ce In the numbers and 
.f uissions flotn in the s«.tora of the dlff«-snt armies despl.e '■ 
..orcnlmatel, eouol numbers of trees of aircraft In each. Th-us, ir 
,e tone of the 1 st. G«.rds .«w, only 313 missions uere flcr.n. d -. 
sector of the 3rd. Onards «. 731 missiohs rare flotei. It 
Tlso necessary to mention that in the 1st. liixed Air 
the 2S2hd. Fighter Division each serrlceabl. aircraft 
cee. 6 to 10 mission, in the period fro. the 16 th. to the 
of oec^ahor. ehil. i. the 3rd. .dx«i .ir Oorps. the correepohding 


— — ; : : : : >«hi.KiA-nr>Ki pobm po r ffnauQBNCE transiatton 
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wsSob' TjCSiSLAaaaoN 
Air- kct-irm nn t.ha lloa, 

i igure v/as 2.5 missions on the ay^^e. Such a lov^ figvire for the 
tattle activity in the 3 rd.. be explained by the 

failure to use fighters to cover ground attack and bomber aircraft 
.ac./. of repair facilities on the airfields and the lack of POL. Ir; 
addition this condition v/aa aggravated by the lack of technical 
‘ ) ar soiitiel a 

As it be seen, because of meteorological conditions aiii 

limited number of aircraft, our air force was only able to ful.ftl 
i psrtlon of its assignment* 

Only one of the tasks - cooperation vdLth the groimd troops 
iuring the breakthrou^ of the enemy flefence line ~ was accomplishs 
^-itisfactoi’lly. Conducting a large number (over 1200 ) direct attc.c ; 
;n the anetiiy on the field of battle helped our ground forces ccn- 
.Iderably. There were many clear examples of our air force disxapi- 
10 .' the, enemy's plans and thereby assisting our ground troops . 

At 0720 hours on the 20 th. of Doceraber a report was recalv&'i 
t the conunand post of the 5th. Tanlc Army of an enemy a. 33 Gmb.l;/ in 
no area Verkhne - Aksenovskiy, Nizhne - Solonovskiy (20 to 30 
i ■■-oiih-ite.st of Yuzhne-Chirskaya). A reconnaisance patrol consi?ti;v: 

' f Tat-? aircraft which had been sent out by the comm-ander cl 
i£nd. fighter Division established by 0800 hours that about VO 
ar r-n, 30 vehicles, and a large ntunber of enemy infantry had t csenc 
t::I Iri that, area* 

Between 0800 hours and until I 4 OO hours, starting with signc..- o 
reel the command post of the 5th. Tank Army, five groups of gi'c-unl 
.track aircraft consisting of 4 to 5 planes wach, covered by 4-7 
iak 7-b'3, despatched to that area. They delivered effective 

-trikes. Between 1500 hours and 1530 hours, that is, immediatery 
prior to the attack of our ground forces in that area, a stri.ia bj- 
- large nixmber of ground attack and fi#»ter aircraft v.-as d liver ed, 
,g a result, of the coordination of time and place of the air actio.t 
;it,h the attack of oxir ground troops, the area Niahne-Solonovsixiy 
iras "taken v?ith fevr losses# 

; ,3A 
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A^r* Ant". ion on t.he iioa 


"IAgb i 

TO 1 

On the 20th. of December, the en®ny concentrated i 

i 

about a/ reg«- I 


sient of infantry for a counter attack in the area south of Kov.Mel'- 
iitsa (4 km west of Kov.kalitva) . Thanks to an attack by aircraft of 
:8 2nd. Air Armj^ lasting for two hours, the enemy infantry s«f“fffi-«I 
rach heavy losses that the counter attack was disrupted. 

It has to be mentioned that the presence of the comaandersof 
•i;; air formations at the command posts of the ground force forraat-iffl 
Ic-’ZtS considerably improved joint action between the services on 
. :e field of battle. A serious vjeakness was the poor manner in ’.juicn 
, ound troops detailed their positions. Our aircraft fi e'.uently ix&J. 
vraste time in finding the location of our troops before attac hing. 
a;Cidents occurred when our air force, not being able to locate oirr 
troops accurately, delivered the'.lr strikes 10 to 15 km ax-ay 
■cim the desired target. 

The most intGiasive air action during the viiole period took piac: 

■ Mie zone of the 3rd. Guards /vrmy. Despite the strong enemjr air 
j'csition in this sector, the fighter aircraft of the Ist. Mixed 
.. Corps ware able to provide air cover for our troops tliroughout 
t ■ ho.ltt o -jorntiono and the activity of the ground attack aircraf >. 

; of great assistance to the ground troops in the direction ca the 
-in thirst. In the v;holo period from the I6th. to the 20vh. of 
c.«nber. 381 covering missions were flovxi by the fighters and 
fT sions against the enemy in the field of battle v/ero flav.Ti by tno 
curd attack aircraft, Air action on the field of battle accounted 

the destruction of up to 30 tanks, 50 guSs, 2 ammunition lepots, 

■ ■ } 

;ny motor veliicles, transports, and personnel of the ere my. -he 
I .ghters conducted 25 air battles in which 2l enemy aircraft were 

I ^icrojedo 

During the first phase of the operaticai, the air force was abit^ 
through its night and day attacks, to dilAU|4>t the enemy’s work of 
i' rear services and the forward movemenb of reserves. These tusks | 
I are fulfilled by the limited forces under the direct control of c-he j 

I :-nmand of the 17th. .nir Army {the 22l8t. ^ber and units of the f 
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ft.ir Action on the Dtm 


20 . 


i6z Night Bcanber Divisions). These fOTCea, besides striking at the ^ 


eneray^s alr£ieldSj doalti sev©r^ 


; ect the railxtray 


Ions Gllubokaya, Milleroeo, and at the eneciy reserve in the areas 
.lllerovo, ajnenka, and Kashary* 

The shortage of aircraft during the attack nevertheless, proved 
^:;..gnif leant . Thus, on the l%h. of December our reconnaisance ob- 
served a large forv/ard movemaat of enemy reserves by road and along 
; he rail lines Rossosh' - Ailtrofahovka , . anterairovka - iCaraensk , 
_olokalitven3kaya * Chernlshkovskiy. Only the general shortage of 
aircraft prevented the delivery of a pov/erful strike at these rail, 
movements. The inability of our air force to disrupt the rail :aove- j 
,,ent enabled the enemy to move two fresh infantry divisions into c,',k, ; 
ector of the 6th, Army of the Yoronezh ffont as well as to move re- 
: 5 j-?es opposite the left flank of the South-, /oatern kront in tirae t ■ 
ooposc the attack of the 5thi Tank .Jpmyc 

The activity of the ni^t bombers, v/ho utilized liberally 
,,-a;ry opportunity for action, had a consitterable inf luero e on unc 
ise of the battle. In every one of the long vn-nter nii^ts -nrijr 
; s. 3 or 4 missions. In the night of the 16th. to the 17th« o.' 

• c. mbor a group of the 3 0th. Ni^t somber Regiment (16 U-2 .-i :- 
— ft), orerating in the zone of the 1st. Guards Army, iletx 8': 
Mlsaiona, that is, 5 to 6 flints for every serviceable aijcraff. 

The r.ocd resiilts and the high effectiveness of the airerciA-,- 
f-2 vfere the result of good organization of its operational v/cr : 
a t.ha 370t2u Night Bomber Regiment. As is correct, they operated 
• cu air strips 5 to 15 kms behind the front line. The Regimental 
Dammander, after receiving his orders fron the conuoander of the 
l/th. Air Army, fleif to the commander of the air force unit, con-- 
rirmed the targets vrith hia, and then Issued his orders to his 
rii^t personnel. 

Bach airstrip sent out a post ecuippod with signal rocKets 
or torches) and connected directly by telephone with the airst^ps. 


I'iA rticftgMiK iaTtfttJ FORM FOR RUBlJMRQSt TOANSIAIIW'I 

13A 'JgSJnjsroAlSONSHEBr) 
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~tAGS. KOMBkR' 

21. 


-he flisht personnel the «=aot loc.tion or each of these out- | 

posts, as ..ell as the distance and dlr«>tlon of the torget *ro« j 

■ihere. ^ A 

Each outpost was infomed 3.m»ediately of the departure of a j 

f-lfght and started to give signals to assist th« aircraft in find-» j 
ing the target. The flight ft-om the outpost to the target was de- j 
tox-mined by time and course of flight. The next flight did not de-» . 
t.«rt until the post reported the return of the first one. j 

It is necessary to remark that the phorly organised signax 
cystera between the auxiliary command posts of Ae 2nd. Air Array 
lid thalr air units supporting the ground troop, of the 6th. Army, 
»<,-^iouslv detracted from the effectiveness of their activity durin, 
.ho first few days of the attack. In actual fact the auxiliar,^ com- 
mand posts turned into relay stations for the staff of the 2nd. ai:- 
practice this resulted in the delay of transoAttance of ^ 
orders and of the departure of flights. Thus on the second day of 
.he operation, enemy aircraft discovered our tanks in the area of 
Mamon, and started to bomb these heavily. Because nf lauK 
• timely aircover for these troops was no pro^ 

if communxcations , tiraej-y - 

-idod, alPhoceb cdcush fl5ht«:3 for th, tack ™r. 

PdPides ttot. the dir onite tormctlon. were not f tiar 
,dpn Pkc ground aicuatlon. A= • rosult of thin dally oporntlora l.a 
to bo atartod by a rocoimais.nc. of tbe position of tbo irojnd 


roopso 


iro rnar.i. inTTQM m I Hff nailOD OF THE PlKd . V II. 


Durlr,6 th, f 1. .t f.w day. =f «■. puroult lfro» tho 21ot. to 
.b. Pith, of boocobor) tbo olr forob could not operate beoauoo .. . 
;„d .rather Ifog. .nowfblA I™ 

ol Oooo^bor tlten 52 blsmob. ««•. fl<.« lrooo»al3a„c. and att.o, - 

on tbo wltbdra,ing enow). Thb. our ground force operated wx-ho,,-. 

25th« of Decesilior, 1942« 

“ Tbr^e^ .ir force, having suff^od eorlous locee 1« the 
firet pbano or tbe operation, and forc«l to re^lcate on rear 

"ISrSSSiiMioN'^ 
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airfields, also reduced its activity<> They did not fly ov^^er ZOO to ^ 

250 missions daily mainly troops, j 

tn the area Millerovo - Skpsyrsfcaya, Tatsinsk, Morozovsk, Milr'i^" I 
insl:, and ChernishkoTrsk. On several days enemy air activity aga-nsr j 

our mobile troops vms heavier * j 

Beginning with the 25th. of Oecemeber and till the end of the s 
operation, our air force operated days and nights with determinati : j 
Its main tasks, in that period, were cooperation with the groiuiC' i 
forces and provision of air cover. Our air foice fulfilled these j 
casks mainly in connection with the all-arms formations. The tank J 
and mechanized corps, having broken through towards the end of the j 
c4th. of December, were fighting with enemy units in the area j 

r illerovo, Milyutinsk, and Tatsinsk, that is, 200 to 2^0 km from I 

cur air bases. As a result of the great distance separating oui- ^ 

airfields from the mobile troops, and the obscure situation in the ; 
area of operation of the tank and mechanized corps, these had to 
cnerate of necessity vjithout the help of our air force. 

Action by our air force against eie ray troops during the r'lr- 
;u:lt was of me h lower intensity than in the first phase of tha 
,, reration. Of the 2750 missions flovm in the 10 days of the pur- 
suit (f om the 21st. to the 31st. of December) 1942) only 330 
r-,i 33 ioris were flo'wn against enemy troops. Particular objects of 
..ptack were assemblies of enemy troops and columns of wdthdrowing 

oneniy soldiers o 

It, has to be noted that cooperation bett'/een the axr force and 
.rv: ground forces on the field of battle during the pursuit was po^r 
Tbvs was caused by the absence of necessary signal communications 
Vetween the two forces, poor information concerning their positions 
yU^^en by the ground forces and tie careless work of the air force 
l^epres^tatives stationed at the ground force command posts. Fre- 
quently the action by the air force was conducted without any tact 
ical signal connection with the ground forces. 

The enemy, after our forces bad broken throu^ his defences, 
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began to throw significant forces into the area of Tatsinsk and 
, .orosovsk f on .tossosb* and Voroshilovgrad. On the 25th. of December 
>ur reconnaisance by air noted heavy rail movements along the lines 
Ostrogoshsk - Valynki and Jd-khaya * TatslnSk, j 

From this time more or less intensive a* ound-the-clodc action j 
.,as started b- the 2nd, and 17th. Air Armies in order to disrupt j 

the rail move'ient in the period from the 25th. to the 28th. of Dec- j 
en-roer. During lh at period over 450 misaioin were flov/n C7 0% of thesej 
at night) on railway stations and echelons in the sectors kosscshS j 
Podgornoyc, Ostrogoshsk - Valuyki, and Llkhaya Tatsinsk. Our air j 
action was not able to stop all rail movement but it was able to j 
reduce its speed considerably. This had a beneficial effect on tha j 

fOtrXviXxBB of our troops* i 

During the course of the operation considerable work had been | 

icne on the airfields in the territory llb.sr.ted from the Germans, j 
The reconnaisance detachments sent out by the airfield construction . 
units, following after the 2nd. echelon of our advm cing troops, ; 
lonnd 62 places which were suitable for tho construction of airfiel - j 
the airfield conat^ction units inspected 35 partially and 20 j 
fully prepared, ready for service, airfield,. This made the acIoc- j 
.oion of the air units possible by the 26th. of December, in l.c- 
,tions immediately adjacent to the ground troops. ! 

nnMCi.»8I0H 

Despite the bad meteorological conditions and the diortnge 
of aircraft, the avaition of the 17th. and and. air Armftfes, thanr.s 
to determined fighting in the > intry weather, was of considerable 
assistance to the ground troops during the breakthrou^ ofi the 
..,.ny defended sone. during the action in the depth of the defenco. 
"rwell as the advance on the railroad line Likhaya. Tatsinsk, .More 

sovsk* 

In nh, p«-loa of th. .portion ««r air for., .^ducted dorsaa- 
ins raconnalaanc. of tho baWlrflaW K»i th. .urroondlns ap~a, P<-= 
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5 .ctlon against 

1589 

557 

2146 

^ ^ -ijr groxmd troops 




■ P: oviding air cover 

1315 

144 

1459 

^ : or ground troops co 




vscorting ground attack 



•od bombers* 




rr:.rikes against 

212 

81 

293 






o^sains't 

transport 


>co?iiiaisance 

291 

116 

40' 

.-■0 - ■ le- 

3672 

1152 

4324 

i -hese., by night 

477 

775 

1252 c 


Proffi the above table it can be aeon that tho greatest iVv';<o..r 
' lissions wei-e ilovm against enwiy ground troops and to provide 
. Ir cover for our troops. These xvare the most important tasks and 
iie efforts of the 17th, and 2nd. Air Annies were concentrated on 

• 1€=3S* 

Operatixig throughout the -sAole operation under difficult met- 
? urological conditions, in the face of enemy anti-aircraft arti-Ller,. 
"Ire and of eneay fighters in the A r, our air force inflicted beav: 


■ ,3A DISStMuaTION IWANSWnOM 
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3 .r ^ ^ 

. 0 .S .6 on «.e.^ ooiipmont and pornonnel. Aonordlng to th, records 

or th, h«dc„,rt»s or th, mh. and 2 nd. Air Amies. d»-in6 the | 

operation th. foUo.iing v.ere destroyed or nsde unserviceable : aloe-, 
100 tanhs, 150 guns cl various calibre. 30 amorod vriiiclea, 15 j 

derots of P0-. and anmunitlon. a largo nunber of »otor vehicles, | 

„d eneny personnel. In addition, th, fighters conducted ov<r 100 | 

aerial battles in thich 95 sneny aircraft u.ro shot dem an. « , 

d imaged & j 

oecaus. of th, shortag, of aircraft our air fores «ss unable j 
e fulfil .11 the tasks deuandsd on s front of four amiss, tor ; 

h.-t reason such Important tasks as th, d.atrocticn of snamy air- j 

-raft on th. airfields, the disruption of rail traffic etc. re- | 
reived relatively little attention. ,« in.reas. In ti , activity In 
puese fields would hovo had to he todo at ths cost of reducing the ^ 
-fort against the en«ay troops on th. hattlsfidds and this vae 
rot psmleslble. It has to be notsd that, dus to the good rscor-.- 
„..e„co conducted by ths air fores, ths strlkss o. target, beyono 
... -irflclds »ere nost effective. Thua, for manpla, acooiding - 
moord, of tto h,ad .uarters of th. sur smlss. m f.« 

■„ ir- to th- 31 st. of J.os«hsr, 1942. m 417 ndsslons Hot-.. 

...inst airfields 130 en.w aircraft «sr. dostroysd. 

Vb. relatively snail (In relation to the hoi. attack) anev 
auperlorlty in aircraft ahd the naln conaantratlo.s cf nla 

the left flank of our advancing troopa orsatad sons dill leu. t.,„- 
; ,nst.nt air cover for our grouhd troop, -a. rc.uirad as wsH on 
escorts for our ground attack shd honh«-a «lth a olsMliy un avo a 
...tie of fighters to other aircraft (at the beginnihg <f too oper- 
,..„on there war, fo- tint, as .«ny gronhd attack and 
,.r.ft as filters). Under thsss clrcn«»«»os. the decision by the 
ooncand of ths 17th. Air Amy to suppir. th. left nank (tn. 3 . 

luards and 5th. lank Amy) uitn th, fnmat ions having • 
percentage of fighters, was correct., Bade for acre adsfiu^t. 
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\Taqu 


air cover of ground troops of the le^ possible. 


:\i 

The successful action of 


the battlefield during! 


the breakthrough of the defend 'd tone was, ' to a:: ^eat degree, made 
possible hr the presence of the air ctMUiianders at the gi'ound fa'c« 
command posts. Thanks to this arrangansnt, coordinated action be- 
tween the units of the i7th. Air Army and the ground forces was 
satisfactoryi in the direction of the ctein tiinst during the first 
phase of the attack. The geratest weakness in obtaiiUng joint e®tici 
as the fact that the ground troops wi^e weak in giviog accurate 
infornation concerning their actual dispositions during the baut-u^,, 
This reduced considerably the effectiveness of ths air force . 

The described operation shovfs of what tremendous irapoitance 
th« organization of a good system of commurAcation, partxculox ly 
of radio, with air force formations (and units) is in the corn .ct 
of a battle. The coordination as planned by the staff of the 2no. 
/,ir Ariny iias s’off icieutly well worked out but it failed to achieve 


0 G sired 


result because of the lack of radio stations at 


U 3 ciltar^/ coionand posts* 

The following deficiencies of our air force during the corrsw 

of the operation have to be noted: 

1. The failure of manoeuvre of our aircraft between the t ri v 
sectors of the front which resulted in an almost eourl dispersion 
of our air force between four advancing armies. The, air forniatsona, 
r ought only in the sectors of the armies to vjhich they had b^^en as-,- 
Igucd whiie the organization of control and the disposition oC the 
aircraft was so organised in the 17th. Air Arr^r that fighting ir, 

.he zones of the nelghbozlng armies would have been possible. Inis 
possibility was not exploited in full measure and as a result the 
enemy, in a majority of instances, concentrating his strength on 
narrow sectors, was f equently able to achieve e.^uaiity, and ulte 

ofbens superiorit/y. In bh© air* 

2. The particularly poor coordination of ground and air ^orc,. 
during the pursuit of the enemy into his rear areas. Our air force 
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Air Action on the Don 

operated without tactical communication with our mobile forces. This 
gave the enemy air force the opportunity to attack our mobile forces, j 
’/Ithoub retrib'ition, j 

'i . Ins\aff ioient concentrations in the attacks on enemy rail 
niovements. These attacks vrere conducted by our air force siraultan- 
tously in several directions. Thus, for example, in the period from ; 
he 25th, to the 2gth, of Jeceraber our air force atta eked the rail -■ 
,,S.nes Rossosh* - Podgomoye; Ostrogozhsk - Valuyki; and Likhaya » 
.’atsinsk. It is obvious that action by a limited ntunber of aircs'aft ^ 
r.H Lhree separate raiivrays did not produce ‘ihe d sired results. 


13A DtSS»«»«™« 
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